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NOTE:" An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if fded by the applicant: (1) within three 
months of the filing date of a national application: (2) within three months of the date of entry 1 of the national stage as 
set forth in section 1.49] in an international application: or (3) before the mailing date of a first Office action on the 
merits, whichever event occurs last. " 37 C.F.R. section 1.97(b). 

NOTE: The "filing date of a national application" under 37 C.F.R. section 1.97(b) has two possible meanings. Where the 
filing is a direct one to the United States Patent & Trademark office, the filing is defined in 37 C.F.R. section 1.53(b) 
as "the date on which: (1) A specification containing a description pursuant to section 1.71 and at least one claim 
pursuant to section 1.75: and (2) any drawing required by section 1.81(a), are filed in the Patent and Trademark 
Office in the name of the actual inventor or inventors as required by section 1.41. " 37 C.F.R. section 1.97(b)(1). On 
the other hand, an international application that enters the national stage occurs when the applicant has fded the 
documents and fees required by 35 U.S.C. section 371(c) within the periods set forth in section 1.494 or section 
1.495. 35 U.S.C. section 371(c) requires the filing of the following: (1) the basic national fee: (2) a copy of the 
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Office action has been mailed if the disclosure statement is delayed until after three months from filing. " 

NOTE: "An information disclosure statement will be considered to have been fded on the day it was received in the Office, or 
on an earlier date of a mailing if accompanied by a properly executed certificate of mailing under 37 C.F.R. 1.8, or 
Express Mail certificate under 37 C.F.R. 1.10. An office action is mailed on the date indicated in the Office action. " 
Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 
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so three-months will be measured from the actual filing date of an application as opposed [sic] to the effective 
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section 1.142) or just a requirement for additional fees to have a claim considered (37 C.F.R. section 1.16(d)). 
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37 C.F.R. section 1.56(c). 
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20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41 37). 



(Information Disclosure Statement-page 2 of 16) 



r 



Section 1. Preliminary statements 



Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are aware that they 
believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of which, there may be a duty 
to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been made (37 C.F.R. section 1.97(g)), an admission that the information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against 
interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

* Applicants disclose herewith all references, as listed in Section 2, that have been considered by their 
counsel in regard to this application. In the best judgment of counsel, none of the references are more 
material to the examination of this application than those designated by the symbol "*" in the next-to-right- 
hand column. Designation of a reference by a "*" symbol does not constitute an admission that such a 
reference constitutes prior art that is relevant to any particular claim presented in the application. 
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